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1 . ALTHOUGH WE DID NOT RECEIVE STATE 302523, WE 
THOUGHT NEW DELHI'S REPLY IN REFTEL WORTH MENTIONING TO 
THE FCO AND INFORMED O'NEILL, HEAD OF THE FCO SOUTH ASIA 
DEPARTMENT, IN GENERAL TERMS OF THE ASSESSMENT IN THE 
ECONOMIST ARTICLE. O'NEILL READILY AGREED WITH EMBASSY 
NEW DELHI 1 PARTICULARLY WITH THE SUSPICION THAT THE 
ARTICLE SMACKED OF TYPICAL EMIGRE REPORTING. HE THOUGHT 
THAT THE ECONOMIST’S REPORTING ON SOUTH ASIA HAD DE- 
CLINED IN ACCURACY IN RECENT YEARS. HE SAID THE INDIAN 
HIGH COMMISSION HAS NOT YET MENTIONED THE ARTICLE TO HIM, 
BUT IF IT DID HE WOULD BE INCLINED TO REPLY, "HOW CAN YOU 
EXPECT JOURNALISTS TO REPORT ACCURATELY ON THE SITUATION 
IN INDIA IF YOU WON'T LET THEM IN." 

2. EMBASSY LONDON COMMENT: WE HAVE RECENTLY REPORTED 
THE DECLINE IN LOCAL PRESTIGE OF THE ECONOMIST'S RE- 
PORTING ON THE MIDDLE EAST, AND O'NEILL S STATEMENT 
SUGGESTS THAT THIS EXTENDS TO SOUTH ASIA AS WELL. IN 
PARTICULAR, IT IS CLEAR THAT THE ECONOMIST'S SOMETIMES 
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GLIB PRONOUNCEMENTS IN SUCH AREAS DO NOT REFLECT BRITISH 
GOVERNMENT THINKING. 
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